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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR ET SO 

SUBJ: EPMG MORE RELAXED ABOUT "SOMALI THREAT" 

1. LIJ MIKAEL IMRU, POLAD TO EPMG CHAIRMAN TEFERI BANTE, 

TOLD AMB AUG 5 THAT AS RESULT OF DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN SOMALI 
PRESIDENT SIAD AND PMAC CHAIRMAN, IN KAMPALA OAU CONTEXT 
LAST WEEK, AS WELL AS OTHER (UNSPECIFIED) DEVELOPMENTS, EPMG 
NO LONGER ASSIGNS SAME DEGREE OF IMMINENCE TO PROSPECTS FOR 
A SOMALI ATTACK ON ETHIOPIA. SOMALI INTERNAL DIFFICULTIES, 
INCLUDING ECONOMIC AND REFUGEE PROBLEMS, WERE FACTORS IN EPMG 
ASSESSMENT. LIJ MIKAEL SAID EPMG WAS STILL CONCERNED ABOUT 
SOMALI PREPONDERANCE IN MILITARY EQUIPMENT, AND WOULD CONTINUE 
TO TAKE STEPS TO REMEDY THE IMBALANCE, BUT WITH SOMEWHAT 
DECREASED SENSE OF URGNCY. 

2. LIJ MIKAEL ASKED AMB WHETHER IT WAS TRUE THAT USG HAS 
PLACED LESS EMPHASIS ON SOMALI THREAT THAN EPMG HAS. AMB 
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BELIEVED THE THREAT TO BE NEGLIGIBLE OR NONEXISTENT. INTERNAL 
PROBLEMS UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES COULD ACTUALLY INCREASE 
SOMALI BELLICOSITY BY TEMPTING SOME SOMALIS TO USE AN EXTERNAL 
CONFLICT AS UNIFYING FACTOR. AND TO DISTRACT ATTENTION FROM 
INTERNAL DIFFICULTIES. ON OTHER HAND, IT SEEMED TO USG THAT 
SOVIET INTERESTS IN AFRICA WOULD BE VERY SERIOUSLY HARMED IF 
THEIR CLIENT STATE USED SOVIET-SUPPLIED WEAPONS IN AN AGRESSIVE 
ATTACK. AND THAT SOVS WOULD PROBABLY EXERT A STRONG 
RESTRAINING INFLUENCE ON SOMALIA. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS A FEW OTHER REPORTS ALSO INDICATION 
THAT EPMG IS NO LONGER FIRMLY PREDICTING SOMALI ATTACK THIS 
SUMMER AFTER PRESIDENT SIAD RELINQUISHED CHAIRMANSHIP OF OAU. 
HUMMEL 
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